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l Ali-Frazier Bout Is
Star of ‘The Fighters’

- THE FIGHTERS, orodured and directed
by Wiliiam  Greaves,  ctitor,  Mr,

Creaves; associate editors, John Dandre
and David Greaves; directors ¢f photos-
ranhy, Joseph Concentina, Steven Lar-
ner, Terrence Macartiey-Filgate, Jimmy
thaanas and Roland Mizhell; a Wil
i‘am Greaves Productions fiim, distrid-
uted by the Wailer Reage Qrganiza-
tinn, Runnina {lme: 114 mingles. At
tie Apoiio [heater, 253 West 1I3th
Street. This fiim has net been classi-
find. Wilh: Muhammad A'i, Joe Frazier

and others.

By VINCENT CANBY

William Greaves’s ‘'The
Fighters,” which opened yes-
terday at the Apollo Theater
on 125th Street, is both a
recollection and a coming at-
traction, being a documen-
tary feature about the 1971
heavyweight title bout be-
tween Muhammad Ali and
Joe Frazier, who meet again
at Madison Square Garden on

Jan. 28.

Although “The Fighters” is
primarily: a round-by-round
record of the extraordinary
1971 fight, won by Frazier
on a decision, this footage
has been ably supplemented
by other material designed to
give the fight some of the
same impact it had when it
was being billed as “the fight

of the century.”

Interviews, training-camp
sequences and even a brief

glimpse into the complicated

financial negotiations that
made it all possible frame
the footage of the 15-round
bout that increased the sta-
ture—and the bank accounts
—of both winner and loser.
“The Fighters” is a first-rate
film of its unprepossessing

kind.
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