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SubjectofNegro

Negro Middle Class ‘Revolution’

-MadeTV Show

By ROBERT

The Negro middle class—
five million Americans in the
throes- of a ‘‘mental
“tion”’—will be examined on
iMonday night at 9 PM. in a
‘90-minute National Educational
|Television documentary en-
titled, “Still a Brother: Inside-
the Negro Middle Class.” The,
program will be seen here on
Channel 13.

“Still a Brother” was con-
ceived, photographed and pro-
duced by William Branch and
Willam Greaves, both mem-
bers of the Negro middle class
and both with long careers in
the theater, journalism and
television. Mr. Branch and Mr.
Greaves spent a year prepar-
ing the documentary. Ossie
Davis, the actor, will be nar-
rator.

The program offers a view of
the daily and social life in the
Negro middle class: its homes,
jobs, vacation spots and beauty

contests. It also delves into!
their “revolution” — choosing|
between their white-orientea

goals and the needs of the Ne-
gro in the United States.

These Negroes who have the
same, though Ilargely segre-
gated, standard of living as
their white counterparts, are be-
ing condemned by civil rights
militants for allegedly having
hindered the struggle for equal-
ity.

Though many are becoming
Africa-oriented and increasing-
ly sympathetic with the mili-
tants, many also remain com-
mitted to the basically white
aspirations.

The program shows that there
iis still very little communica-
tion between whites and blacks.
The Negro middle class enter-
tains the Negro middle class.
The Negro middle class va-
cations with the Negro middle
class.

“Man, when 1 take my family

revolu-'.

jhave been almost totally,

E. DALLOS

on vacation,” one man inter-
viewed on the program says,
‘we want to relax. We don't
want any problem with pre-
judiced white folks. So we go

where we won't be bothered.”
Oak Bluffs, Mass., on Martha’s
Vineyard, is cited as one such
summer retreat.

A woman attending a Negro
party talks about Negro-white
relationships:

“We meet together on a cer-
tain basis, but I don't expect
to be invited to their parties,
and I'm sure they wouldn't
enjoy coming to mine.

Dramatically, Horace Morris,
associate director of the Urban
League in Washington and
former football player at
Syracuse University, recounts
his presence in Newark during
riots last summer, when the
police opened fire on his car
and mortally injured his step-
father and injured his brother.

Until then, Mr. Morris says,
he had accepted *“the fallacy
that ability is enough.” But,
he continued, “no matter how
far up the economic ladder you
climb, there's still the oppres-
sive prejudice of the white
man ...you're stilla brother.”

“To my mind there is no
black middle class,” says Ra{gh
Fratherstone, an official of the
Student Non-Violent Coordinat-
ing Committee. “It's impos-
sible for it to exist in this
country.

“We have those who aspire
to be middle class, and to that
group I would say that they
99
per cent, negligent in their re-
sponse to the struggles of the
masses of black people in this
country and they have in many
instances in fact hindered that
struggle by moderating the
genuine and legitimate radical-
ism of the masses.”




